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What does it mean to be a Deacon at Westwood? 
In a few weeks you will be invited into the process of selecting the next Deacon Selection 

Team.  The Deacons and Church Council have both chosen their 2 as prescribed in our by-

laws. The church family will soon add its 2. They will come from those that have either 

volunteered or have been nominated by another in our church body.   

 
Before our process kicks into full speed, I want to pause and speak to what it means to be a 

Deacon at Westwood.  Our by-laws describe the role and expectations of our deacons this 

way; “The Biblical model of the deacon is as a minister servant to the body of the believers 

in Jesus Christ. In light of this perspective, the deacon body at Westwood serves no 

administrative role within the life of the congregation. The role of deacon is defined by 

active ministry to and within the congregation and a partnership ministry with the pastoral 

staff of the church. The deacon ministry involves personal and crisis ministry. The deacon 

should serve as an example in ministry to the congregation as they reflect their personal 

commitment to Christ through personal devotion, evangelism, discipleship, stewardship, 

missions, and in their active participation within the full life of the congregation.”  

 

I am grateful for this powerful description of the model deacon, but I want to take a moment 

to talk about what serving as a deacon looks like in practice.  Over the past year Laura 

Church (our current Chair of Deacons), Keith, and I have worked to simplify the functional 

expectations of our deacons.  We have tried to strip away all of the auxiliary tasks that have 

become attached to our deaconate along the way, and return them to their core function of 

loving and caring for our church family. As our by-laws so clearly state, our Deacons are not 

intended or designed to be an administrative body, but rather they are called and set apart for 

the spiritual care of our church family.  

 

One of the key ways our church family invites our Deacons into spiritual leadership is that 

each deacon is assigned to connect with and care for a specific group of families and 

individuals.  Great effort is given to making sure that each deacon family group is balanced, 

so that no one Deacon is overwhelmed by the task they have been given; so that they each 

share the load equally.  

 

The ask is that each Deacon stay in regular contact with all of those in their Deacon family 

group (flock), to pray for those in their group regularly, and to help the whole of the staff 

and deaconate know how we can best love and care for those assigned to that Deacon.   Our 

reality is that many are wonderful at this assignment, and others struggle.  As we begin to 

pray for those whom God might call out for a season of deacon ministry, let me encourage 

you to ask God to help us discover those that are willing to invest the time and energy 

needed to help love and care for our church family.  
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Sermon Schedule  
 

March 8 
Dr. Tom Ogburn 

“Setting a Priority” 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

 
March 15 

Dr. Tom Ogburn 
“Being Best Neighbors” 

Mark 12:28-34 
 

March 22 
Dr. Bo Prosser 

 
March 29 

Dr. Tom Ogburn 
“Fixed on Jerusalem” 

Luke 9: 51-56 
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If you are one of those that are approached about being a deacon, understand that you are 

being asked to be a part of a core ministry of our church.  Jesus tells us that we will be 

known by how we love one another.  Our deacons are part of the living manifestation of that 

Biblical call.  If your heart is not drawn to congregational care, it is best to decline the invita-

tion.  

 

However, if you are willing to help love and care for others, know that you will not be asked 

to do so on your own.  Each year we hold a Deacon Retreat early in the tenure of new dea-

cons. It is a time when we provide meaningful training and offer support.  In the deacon 

meetings that follow, we will continue to offer additional training, encouragement, and sup-

port.  If there is a place of struggle among of one of the families assigned to a deacon, the 

ministerial staff is ready and willing to walk with them and the family through the season of 

crisis or pain.  We can help draw on the resources from across the breadth of our church 

family to help meet a particular person’s or family’s needs.  It is meaningful when you have 

the opportunity to be a part of the story of helping impact someone’s life at a point of crisis 

or pain.  

 

When some looks at the description of a deacon noted in our by-laws, and think about the 

descriptions they find of a deacon in Scripture, they find it more than a bit overwhelming.  

When they think about this description they can see others as worthy, but feel unworthy 

individually.  I want you to know that we do not seek perfect people, but rather people with a 

servant heart.  We seek ordinary everyday Christians that are open to being used by God to 

touch the lives of others.   

 

Please join me in praying for those in our midst that God might be leading into a season of 

deacon service.  Pray that God might open your heart to where God might have you serve 

among us.  

I thank God for you and can hardly wait to see how God might move next among us.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

 

Deacon Ministry Review Team Named 
Upon the recommendation of the pastor, and by unanimous action of the Church Council, a 
team of three has been asked to take a fresh look at the selection process for our deacons and 
deacon leadership.  The three are Laura Church (our current Chair of Deacons) and two for-
mer Deacon Chairs, Rob McLain and Talmage Williams.  Together they bring a wide range 
of experiences in deacon service and leadership. In due season they will bring recommenda-
tions to the Church Council, and ultimately the church family.  Be praying for them as they 
go about their work on our behalf.    

Opportunity to Serve our Neighbors 
 

There are several residents at Phoenix Assisted Care (across the street from Westwood) 

who wish to attend Baptist church services.  Would you be willing to transport 1-2 residents 

to and from our Sunday worship services?  The residents are ambulatory, even though they 

may utilize a walker or wheel chair. We need to determine the interest among our           

congregation before we can commit to Phoenix.  It may be that we begin with just one   

Sunday a month.  Eventually, we would hope to have enough volunteers to bring the      

residents every Sunday. 

There are sign-up sheets in the hallway outside the sanctuary. There will be a member of 

the Senior Adult Committee there to answer your questions on Sundays. If you have     

questions, please contact Roger or Betsy Hobgood. 
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GriefShare 
Tuesday Nights 

7 pm in  

Room 209 

Begins April 7th 
Cost: $20 for book 

 

GriefShare is a  

13-week Bible based   

program for individuals 

who have lost a loved 

one. Contact the Church 

office or Jackie  

Woodcock for more  

information. 

 
GriefShare Loss of a Spouse  

Sunday, March 22nd 2-4 pm  

Room 209 

A two hour seminar with a short video 

followed by small group discussion. 

The death of a spouse brings a unique 

kind of pain. People who are widowed 

haven’t just loved a loved one-they’ve 

lost an entire lifestyle. That’s why 

Loss of a Spouse was developed. 

Come to this wonderful outreach and 

care ministry in one powerful event. 

Consider bringing a friend or family 

member who could also use this   

wonderful support. Go to 

www.griefshare.org for more info and 

register or call the church office.  

 

Keith’s Corner 
Bo Prosser is Coming! 

 
 Bo Prosser will be joining us at Westwood for a Sunday School Teachers workshop 
on Saturday, March 21 and he will teach adult Sunday School and preach in      
worship on Sunday, March 22. I am excited to have my friend, coach, and         
colleague here with us for a weekend. Here’s some biographical information for 
you to get to know Bo: 
 

 Bo Prosser is an engaging and entertaining motivator and storyteller. He has a   
passion for sharing with all age groups through humor, story, and personal        
experiences. His words are confessional and relevant. He is particularly passionate 
about adult education and helping fellow leaders reclaim their excitement and   
effectiveness. 
  
Bo Prosser, Ed.D., holds two masters degrees in Theology and in Christian        
Education from Southern Seminary and a doctorate in Adult Education from North 
Carolina State University. His dissertation focused on the use of humor in teaching 
adults. His special brand of “enter-trainment” comes from his research. 
 
As a speaker, coach and adult educator, Bo has been sharing his brand of love and 
laughter with churches, corporate clients and adult learners for over 30 years. He 
has published seven books, over fifty articles and contributed chapters to numerous 
titles on leadership, creativity, humor and learning.  
 
His work with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship has taken him across the nation 
coaching and consulting with local congregations, pastoral leaders and               
congregational laity. His work with corporate clients has taken him from textile 
mills to company headquarters training managers, leaders and staffs. 
 
Whether he is leading strategic thinking conversations, coaching mid-level       
managers or speaking to leadership teams, Bo is engaging and always working with 
the needs of the client in mind. 
 
Bo is married to Gail and they have two adult daughters and two sets of twin  
grandchildren! In addition to collecting Coca Cola memorabilia and vintage     
baseball cards, Bo plays guitar and has performed original songs at the world    
famous Bluebird Café in Nashville. 
 
You may find more information regarding Bo and his work on his website, 
www.boprosser.com. 
 
I hope you will be able to join us for this weekend with Bo! 
 
Grace and Peace, 

 
Keith 

Graduation Sunday 

Graduation Sunday will be June 7. If you have a student graduating (high school or       

college), please send Michelle 8 pictures in digital format no later than April 26. Most peo-

ple chose to do a range of pictures from baby until present, but you can choose any combi-

nation you would like. Also, please send the following information: 1. From where is your 

student  graduating? 2. What are your student’s future plans? Work force? Education? 3. 

How many people from your immediate family (including the graduate) will attend the 

Graduate breakfast at Westwood on Sunday, June 7 at 7:45 am.  

http://www.boprosser.com
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March 8 5:30 pm Puppets 6:30 pm Snack Supper and YAC 

March 15 5:30 pm Puppets 6:30 pm Snack Supper and YAC 

March 22 5:30 pm Puppets 6:30 pm Snack Supper and YAC 

March 29 5:30 pm Puppets 6:30 pm Snack Supper & YAC & Glow in the dark Easter Egg 

Hunt **This YAC will finish at 8:30 since we will be adding the Egg Hunt** 

April 6-8 Intergenerational mission trip to Rose Hill (construction work) RSVP to 

Michelle by March 15  

**There will be no Wednesday evening youth activities on April 8** 

April 19 5:30 pm Puppets 6:30 pm Snack Supper and YAC 

              April 26 11:30 am Fundraiser Lunch/Business Meeting 5:30 pm Puppets 6:30 pm Snack 

              Supper and YAC  

 

Children’s Ministry 
Easter Egg Hunt and Family Lunch 

Children and their families are invited to join us on Sunday, April 5th at 11:45 in 

the fellowship hall for an Easter Egg Hunt and Family Lunch! The event will    

include a hot dog lunch, reading of the Easter Story, Puppet Show and an outdoor 

Egg Hunt. Please invite your friends!  

 
**There will be no children’s activities on Wednesday evening, April 8** 

 
Children's Sunday is Sunday, May 10.  On this Sunday, our children will be responsible for leading in worship. Our theme for 
the service is The Armor of God, based on Ephesians 6:13 "Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able 
to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm." (NLT) 
 
**Children will rehearse on Wednesday, May 6 from 6:00-7:30pm in the sanctuary. 
 
Our worship service on May 10 will include Parent/Child dedication.  Parent/Child dedication is a time where parents and the 
church family make a public commitment to do their best to lovingly nurture the child in faith at home and at church, and 
symbolically shows that as parents you are dedicating your child to the Lord. As a parent it's a very affirming time as you 
realize you're not doing this all by yourself! Many parents do this when their children are babies, but if your children are  
older and you haven't participated in Parent/Child Dedication we would invite you to do so on this special Sunday!  If you 
plan to participate, please let Michelle know by April 26 (michelle.anderson@westwoodbc.org)  

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

 

 
Impact 456 Meeting on March 8th. We are going to be assembling sock/snack packages for the homeless at Oak City       

Outreach. We will be meeting immediately following the service. We will serve lunch, assemble packages and have some fun 

activities. We are asking for donations of men's socks for this mission project. The snacks will be supplied. So any size    

regular men's socks NEW will be greatly appreciated! No dress socks. You may bring them the day of our meeting. Please let 

Tracy know today if your child can attend.    

Rent A Youth 
In the Summer of 2020 Jr’s and Sr’s will have the opportunity to travel to Belize. One way they raise 

money is through Rent A Youth. Check your Sunday School class for more information. You can hire 

a youth to do a variety of projects. See Michelle for questions.  

mailto:michelle.anderson@westwoodbc.org


Church Staff 
 

Dr. Tom Ogburn 
Senior Pastor 

 
Dr. Keith Vaughn 

Associate Pastor for Adult 
Discipleship and Facilities 

 
 Rev. Michelle Anderson 

Associate Pastor for  
Family Ministries  

 
Rev. Larry Ballard 

Interim Minister of Music 
 

Rev. Charles Allard 
Pastor Emeritus 

 
Jennifer Watkins 

Secretary 
 

Anna Ferdinando 
Church Hostess 

 
David Bilowus 

Pianist 
 

Marilyn Ferguson 
Organist 

 
Amanda Allard 
Children's Intern 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Minister On Call 
 

Minister On 

Call:  

919-469-9393 

Ext. 112 
 

Should you need to 

reach a Minister after 

hours feel free to call 

the number listed 

above. Thank you!  
 
 
 
 
 

5 

  

  

 Young Adults Ministry 

Join us in the fellowship hall on March 8 at 11:30am for Second Sunday lunch and          
discussion.  We'll enjoy a home cooked meal by one of our Women's Mission Groups    
followed by a discussion on mental health. 
 
Our April meeting date will be moved to Sunday, April 5 due to Easter.  This event will be 
social in nature and we'll also lend a helping hand to the Children's Ministry.  We'll share 
lunch, hide Easter Eggs for the Children's Egg Hunt that is happening that day, and finish up 
with a time of fellowship in the youth room.  
 
A new small group for Young Couples without children has just begun!  The group is     
studying Adam Hamilton's book The Walk, and is planning a social event for April.  If you 
are interested in being part of the group please contact Michelle 
at  michelle.anderson@westwoodbc.org 

Sunday School Teachers Workshop 

With Bo Prosser 

9 am to 1 pm 
All Sunday School Teachers are invited for a workshop with Bo Prosser. We will 

meet in the Fellowship Hall where a light breakfast and snacks will be provided. 
The workshop will be divided into two sessions. The first session is general    
training for all teachers, and the second session is specific to teachers who teach 

our adult classes. Please RSVP to Keith Vaughn or Betty Johnson if you plan to 
attend the training. We look forward to seeing you there! 

The Deacons are offering sign-up sheets at a table 

in the vestibule, that will invite you to sign up for 

whichever of these shared prayer experiences best 

fit your schedule and your points of interest.  The 

function of the sign-up sheets is so that we can 

ensure we have enough food for each event, and be 

aware of gatherings when child care would be                                                              

needed.  Still time to sign up and attend if you have 

not done so yet.  

Discipleship Groups  
 

The Christian Education Committee is offering three different study groups in the near 

future.  If you are interested in joining one of the groups, please register with the leader of 

that group in order for us to have the needed literature.  

 

Westwood Nuts & Bolts--A three week introduction and overview of the history, practices 

and polity, purpose, and life of Westwood.  Beginning May 10 and concluding May 24, the 

class will be led by Dr. Keith Vaughn in the office conference room.   

 

Creating Your Own Quiet Time--A 2-session exploration of the discipline of regular quiet 

time with God. The group will meet in room 110   during the Sunday school hour on April 

19 and April 26.  Laura Church will facilitate the group.  

 

The Bible And The Arts-- Art is woven throughout Scripture. From the building of the 
tabernacle to the psalms of David to the narrative stories of the Old Testament, the       
influence of artistic expression resonates with us today. You're invited to this 4 week study 
exploring how the visual, musical, literary, and dramatic arts are woven throughout     
Scripture and help us to have a fuller understanding of God and his redemptive story. The 
group, led by Rebecca Frederick, will begin on April 19 and finish on May 17. 

mailto:michelle.anderson@westwoodbc.org


Fall Weekly  
Activities 

 
Sunday 

9:15 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
5:30 pm Puppets 
6:30 pm YAC Snack Supper 
7:00 pm YAC  
 

Monday 
6:30 pm Engraved 
7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
  
                   Tuesday 
7:00 pm Cub Scouts 
7:00 pm GriefShare 
 

Wednesday 
5:15 pm Fellowship Meal  
6:00 pm Children’s Activities 
6:00 pm Youth Recharge 
6:30 pm Pastor’s Bible Study 
6:45 pm Ensemble 
7:40 pm Westwood Choir 
 
 

 
 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday - Friday, 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 
 
 
 

Financial Highlights 

for January 2020 
General Offering: 

$69,048 

Monthly Requirement: 

$90,739 

YTD Requirement: 

$90,739      

YTD Offering: 

$69,048 

January Drop Fund: 

$2,925 
  

Birthdays 

2 Elizabeth Goodson 

3 Anna Ferdinando  

3 David Hayes 

5 Scott Hefelfinger 

5 Camille Rizzi  

8 Marc Gilfillan 

8 Sara Overby 

9 Janet Carter 

9 Becky Goodwin 

10 Alex Taylor 

11 Beth Ogburn 

11 Wyvette Spencer   

12 Fran Tetlak 

13 Emily Vick 

15 Charlotte Tyson 

16 Bill Durham  

17 Natalie Culler 

17 Callen Lindner 

18 Glenda Jones 

19 Will Rabb 

20 Katie Vick 

21 Cheryle Brown  

21 Larry Maynard 

24 Russell Culler 

24  J.C. Cunningham  

24 Taylor Erwin  

24 Stephanie Walker 

25 Esther Mendenhall 

26 Debbie Hooks  

26  Priscila Humphries  

26 John Keadle 

26  Catherine Peacock 

26 Keith Vaughn  

27   Leta Ward 

29  Andy Lory 

30  Mary Cunningham 

30  Cliff Humphries 

30 David Lee 

31  Patrick Donner, Jr. “PJ” 
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1 Marc & Becky Gilfillan 

6 Ron & Dona Woodard 

13 Ken & Diane Owens 

13 Al & Peggy Percy  

14  Tom & Beth Ogburn 

17 Jim & Becki Canterberry 

18  John & Amy Roberson 

20  John & Jean Harris 

21  Steve & Fran Carraway 

25  Curtis & Sybil Leary 

28  Guy & Esther Mendenhall 

28 Jim & Elizabeth White  

31 Norm & Debbie Dion 

Anniversaries 



7 

 

Triple L: Live, Laugh, Love 

  

 

Raleigh Baptist Association Spring Senior Adult Rally 

The RBA Rally will be Tuesday, March 24th at Salem Baptist Church, Apex. Cost is $15/person. Registration begins at 9:00 

am and ends with lunch. Several people attending have indicated they plan to drive to the Rally. If you are interested in      

carpooling-check the list posted on the Senior Adult Bulletin Board on Hall A to make arrangements. We will not be taking the 

bus.   

  

Senior Adult Luncheon 

March 10 at noon. Bring a covered dish enough to feed yourself and a couple of others as we hope for guests outside our 

church to join us. Invite your friends. Join in the fun and fellowship! The participants at the luncheon will be treated by hearing 

Ms. Elizabeth Burgess, Spiritual Life Chaplain, and other medical and care giving panel members as they share about their care 

at the Hospice House and Transition Center off Trinity Road in Raleigh. They will also share about the work they do with  

individuals in their homes as they are advancing toward the end of their lives here on earth. After they share about their       

ministry and care programs, there will be a question and answer session to allow us to get specific answers to our questions 

about their efforts here in Cary. Plan to come to learn ways to experience more joy as we all age!  

 

Holly Springs Cultural Center-Friday, March 20th Jukebox Saturday Night 

Jukebox Saturday Night is a music review of the great Big Bands during the 1930’s, 1940s, and 1950s. Great melodies and 

lyrics will be performed by an energetic group of instrumentalist and vocalist who will keep you moving in your seats, tapping 

your toes and clapping your hands! We will leave the church Friday at 4:45 pm for dinner and then to the 7:30 pm show at the 

HSCC. The music review is $20/person (incl. bus) with dinner on your own. Be sure to sign up early for good seats and pay 

Clara by check (WBC) or cash or put your check in the envelope on the Senior Adult bulletin board marked “Senior Trips”. 

 

Intergenerational Mission Trip April 6-8 

 

Intergenerational Mission Trip To Rose Hill, NC – April 6-8, 2020 The Missions Committee is planning a three - day disaster 

relief work team mission event. The dates are April 6-8, 2020. These dates correspond with the beginning of the spring break in 

the traditional Wake County School Calendar. The trip is planned for this time to allow parents and high school young people to 

attend this event together. We are praying for families, youth 13 years old and older and adults of all ages to sign up for this 

trip. You can sign up on the Bulletin Board in Hall A. Projects will allow for people of all skill levels to be useful in restoring 

homes damaged by winds or flooding caused by Hurricanes. Plans are to depart from Westwood early on Monday morning and 

go to Rose Hill. We will return back to Westwood on Wednesday afternoon in time to participate in Wednesday night activities. 

The NC Baptists on mission have one of their recovery centers in the former Charity Elementary school where we will be 

housed. The accommodations are very good with bunk beds, indoor showers and dining hall. You will need to take your      

bedding, either a sleeping bag or sheets and blanket. Be sure to bring a pillow, your towels, your wash cloths and other toiletry 

articles and needed medications.  Always bring a flashlight! Tools needed for the work projects will be provided. If you have 

some special tools you may carry them. You will need work gloves to protect your hands. Those going on the mission trip will 

need to register with NC Baptists on Mission which we can assist you with later or on-site. If you already have an account with 

Baptists on Mission you can go on-line and print out your profile for registering on-site when you arrive. The website for    

Baptists on Mission is https://baptistsonmission.org/ where you can gain more information about Disaster Relief work. If you 

have questions and desire more information call Horace Robertson at 919-349-2302 or email him at          

Horace.robertson@mindspring.com    After you sign up on the sheet in hall A, Horace will contact you and provide more    

details and forms to complete for the missions effort.  



Westwood Baptist Church 

“Joining God in His Work” through missional 
living is the heart of who we are and what we 
are about at Westwood.  Missional living is the 
ongoing process of ministering to the whole 
person by sharing the love of Jesus through both 
word and deed.  It is about building relationships 
and meeting physical, tangible, emotional, and 
spiritual needs of people in our world in the 
name of Jesus.  Throughout the year, Westwood 
offers mission education groups for children, 
youth, women and men.  We also partner with a 
variety of local and national ministries and 
support them through finances, prayers, 
volunteers and other tangible resources.   

We believe that every believer has been given 
spiritual gifts and natural talents that are to be 
shared and used for the growth of God’s 
kingdom.  Westwood’s goal is to equip and 
encourage individuals to find their God-given 
passion and call to service and to live out that 
call by “Joining God in His Work.” 

Westwood Baptist Church 

200 Westhigh Street 

Cary, NC 27513 

 

Phone: 919-469-9393 

www.westwoodbc.org 

 

Deadline for April Newsletter: 

March 27, 2020 

Westwood Membership as of  

3/5/2020 

583 

 

Easter Baskets for Wake County Foster Children 

 

It is time once again to provide a little joy 

to some of the foster children in Wake 

County.   Our goal this year is 110 baskets.   

On March 8th, we will have the names of 

the children written on pink or blue eggs 

available in the foyer.  The baskets are to 

be returned to the church by March 29th 

Please stop by our tables, pick a name and 

make a child happy.  This may be the only time some of them will    

receive an Easter basket. 

       

      Please contact any member of the mission team if you have any 

questions. 


